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National Instruments Introduces SignalExpress Tektronix Edition
NI and Tektronix Collaborate to Provide the Industry’s Most Seamless Benchtop Oscilloscope-to-PC
Connectivity
NEWS RELEASE – Feb. 14, 2006 – National Instruments today announced NI SignalExpress Tektronix Edition, interactive
PC-based measurement software for design and test engineers who need to quickly acquire, analyze and document
measurements on the benchtop without programming. Through USB plug-and-play control, SignalExpress Tektronix Edition
features seamless connectivity to the new Tektronix (NYSE: TEK) DPO4000 Series oscilloscopes and AFG3000 Series
waveform generators, providing engineers with a fast and easy means for connecting to and controlling Tektronix
instruments.
Engineers have traditionally relied on manually transferring data from their benchtop instruments to PCs using floppy disks
and USB memory devices for offline analysis and reporting. With SignalExpress Tektronix Edition, they now can significantly
improve their measurement productivity by connecting their stand-alone instruments to PCs and performing instant control,
measurement analysis and documentation. This removes many of the time-consuming challenges engineers have faced
when performing benchtop measurements and online analysis in the lab. With USB plug-and-play connectivity, the software
immediately detects the Tektronix DPO4000 oscilloscope and Tektronix AFG3000 waveform generator, and with one simple
mouse click, engineers can configure the instrument communication while accessing a live view of the captured waveform
data and generated signals. In addition, they can use the intuitive, drag-and-drop configuration environment to significantly
increase their measurement productivity by performing more online data capture, measurement analysis and
documentation, resulting in an overall shorter time to measurement.
“Thousands of Tektronix oscilloscope users control their instruments with National Instruments LabVIEW,” said Craig
Overhage, Tektronix senior vice president, Instruments Business. “National Instruments has drawn from its leadership in
instrument control to create SignalExpress Tektronix Edition, which offers seamless benchtop oscilloscope-to-PC
connectivity to improve the productivity of customers without requiring programming. SignalExpress Tektronix Edition can
help engineers maximize the full potential of the new Tektronix DPO4000, which is designed to meet the most pressing
needs of embedded systems design engineers.”
With SignalExpress Tektronix Edition, engineers can access more than 200 measurement, processing, analysis and
reporting capabilities to apply to live data acquired from the most common Tektronix oscilloscopes and signal sources via
USB, GPIB and Ethernet/LAN. SignalExpress offers these advanced analysis and reporting capabilities as well as automated
sweeping and limit testing features to relieve engineers from these traditionally manual and tedious processes.
“National Instruments has been committed to instrument control over the last 30 years,” said John Pasquarette, NI director of
software marketing. “With the recent release of the LabVIEW 8 graphical development platform, NI introduced new
instrument control features, including automatic instrument recognition and driver retrieval as well as a wizard that
automates driver development. Now, working closely with Tektronix, a leader in oscilloscopes, we have taken virtual
instrumentation to the design bench with an interactive software approach.”
The SignalExpress Tektronix Edition Base version ships as part of the standard configuration with the Tektronix DPO4000
Series oscilloscopes. Engineers also can upgrade to the Professional version for advanced signal processing, analysis,
documentation and connectivity to more than 300 common stand-alone and modular benchtop instruments. For more
information about the Professional version of SignalExpress Tektronix Edition, readers can visit www.ni.com/tek.
About National Instruments
For 30 years, National Instruments (www.ni.com) has been a technology pioneer and leader in virtual instrumentation – a
revolutionary concept that has changed the way engineers and scientists in industry, government and academia approach
measurement and automation. Leveraging PCs and commercial technologies, virtual instrumentation increases productivity
and lowers costs for test, control and design applications through easy-to-integrate software, such as NI LabVIEW, and
modular measurement and control hardware for PXI, PCI, PCI Express, USB and Ethernet. Headquartered in Austin, Texas,
NI has more than 3,800 employees and direct operations in nearly 40 countries. For the past seven years, FORTUNE
magazine has named NI one of the 100 best companies to work for in America.
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